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Profes s i on ally  H om eles s ?  

Are there really people who make a living 
being homeless?  Yes there are.  And many 
of you run into them all the time.  This year 
we have an influx of more transients than 
normal already. 

Many people take advantage of truck drivers 
who think they are helping by giving these 
people a lift to whatever town they are 
heading to.  They arrive and the person 
immediately tries contacting churches and 
organizations to get lodging and food.  They 
will typically say they are “passing through.” 

It’s not uncommon for us to see someone 
with a cardboard sign claiming 
homelessness.  It’s also not uncommon for 

people to buy them meals.  If you look carefully 
you will often find a stash of food from people 
with kind hearts just like you. 

When I get phone calls, I tell them to have the 
people call me.  They never do.  If they are on 
private property such as WalMart, there is 
nothing that can be done.  If they are on public 
property such as by a stoplight, they are breaking 
a city ordinance. 

When we help people who make a living tapping 
into people’s generosity, there is less to help 
those who are truly in need.  If you run across 
someone, please have them call us.  

715-451-5262 
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      2014   2013 

    Units Adults Kids TOTAL TOTAL 

Jan   7 8 3 11 11 

Feb   12 15 5 20 10 

Mar   8 10 4 14 8 

Apr   6 7 3 10 10 

May         0 10 

Actual Homeless calls compared to last year 

(This does not include the other calls we get for help.) 

3rd Annual Box City 

October 24, 2014 

(see flyer - page 4) 

On sale now through August 28, 2014 
(see flyer - page 3) 



and was homeless.  All I knew was that when I’d pick 

this person up, they would be sober...for the moment. 

I checked with the Salvation Army, and they would 

not help...this person had burned that bridge as well.  

They had tried rehab, multiple times, but obviously that 

did not work..  I spoke to this person and they said they 

were ready to straighten out.   

Skeptical as I was, I got a hotel room and fortunately 

have a good relationship with the owner who would not 

have taken this person after their past performance 

there.  One day led to another and we had several 

good talks and the person was attempting to get into 

rehab again. 

To make a long story short, they were accepted into 

rehab.  They lasted and got into a halfway house 

where they continue to improve.   

I always feel extra blessed when I hear from past 

clients who update me.  This one does that and after 

four months continues to improve.  I asked what made 

the difference this time.  I was told that our 

conversation about helping ourselves the way God 

created us, as whole people did it.  They got a mentor 

from the church the started attending and continues to 

work on their spiritual state as well as their physical 

and mental health.   

I think this one is going to make it.  But only after 

hitting rock bottom with no other options. 

What do you do when you get multiple calls for 

people who are homeless because of their 

alcoholism or other addiction?  Here are the issues 

we face: 

1. Sometimes they have income (i.e., disability) 

but they refuse to get a place to live, preferring 

to spend their money to feed their habit. 

2. By the time they are on the streets, homeless, 

they have burned all their bridges with their 

families and friends. 

3. Drunks are not allowed at shelters. 

4. Many motels will not take drunks. 

So what do you do when the police call because 

they have a homeless individual and we have no 

place to put them and it’s 30 degrees below zero? 

We have learned that there is only so much we 

can do to help people.  They need to want help 

before we can offer it.  We continue to define help 

as more than providing yet another quick fix to a 

major problem that won’t be gone tomorrow.   

We actually turn people away when they are this 

bad.  There was one case last year where we 

received numerous calls, but this person was not 

interested in true help.  I don’t know all the 

circumstances, but eventually I received a call from 

the jail because this individual was being released, 

You Win Some and You Lose Some 

Helping Hands Gospel Mission 
PO Box 1352 

Wisconsin Rapids WI 54495-1352 
 

715-451-5262 
 

www.HelpingHandsGospelMission.org  
 

info@HelpingHandsGospelMission.org 

Please sign up to 
receive our newsletters 
via email in the future.  

We will not share or sell 
your email address. 
Request via email at: 

 
hhgmnewsletter@gmail.com 

VBS Getting Involved! 
If your church would like to support Helping Hands Gospel Mission through your Vacation Bible School 
program this summer, please call us for a packet of information.  We will also provide someone to speak to 
the kids if you like. 



Drawing to be held Friday, August 29th, at noon 

Wunrow’s Greenhouse - 2331 Sampson St - Wis, Rapids, WI 54494 

 

1st Prize - Matthews Mission Bow & accessories ($600) 

2nd Prize - Reimer Taxidermy Bird Mount ($300) 

3rd Prize - Galatea charm bracelet & charm ($139) 

4th Prize - Omaha Steak gift certificate ($100) 

5th Prize - Kneaded Relief 1 hour massage ($55) 

 
All proceeds to support the homeless through Helping Hands Gospel Mission, Inc.  

donated by Judy Gitchel 

FREE bird mounting  

(some exclusions apply)  

Care for the homeless in South Wood County 

Tickets for sale at: Wunrow’s Greenhouse, Reimer Taxidermy, and Kneaded Relief 

$10 each 

3/$25 

Support Helping Hands Gospel Mission, Inc. 



Third Annual Box City 
Friday, October 24, 2014 

6:00 pm - 6:00 am 
St. Luke’s Lutheran Church grounds 

 
Help us bring awareness to the homeless in our area  

and raise funds to help those in need. 
 

The evening begins with a soup line and people will spend the night in a 
box or tent (see registration for details.) 

 
Minors must be accompanied by an adult.   

Teens must have permission from parent or legal guardian. 
 

715-423-9638 
www.HelpingHandsGospelMission.org 


